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Harvard Gazette 
goals around 

innovation and 
accessibility

● Engaging & intuitive 
experiences for site visitors

● Flexible, continuously fresh 
methods of storytelling

● Easy to use for content 
editors

● Accessible at every level



How we plan 
features



● Understand user needs - creators are users too!
● Make sure your goals are clear
● Make accessibility approachable for creators
● Include accessibility at all stages, starting with 

discovery
● Test with real users as much as possible

Usability and accessibility



Scalability
● Understand available technologies
● Design around what’s possible
● Design components instead of pages
● Combine components to customize layouts
● Make it easy to create!



Case Studies



MAKE ACCESSIBILITY 
APPROACHABLE

Color palette 
picker
To ensure consistency and accessibility 
across the Harvard Gazette site, we 
added a custom color palette picker, 
enabling editors to select text and 
background colours at the same time 
from pre-defined palettes.



EMPOWER CREATORS

Article 
headers
The article header block 
offers six distinct block 
styles and advanced display 
options for article headers. 
This feature-rich block 
empowers editors to create 
visually striking and 
immersive article layouts.

https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2023/08/scientists-favorite-books-for-nonscientists/


Supporting content 
blocks allow editors to 
enhance article layouts 
with images, stats, 
quotes, and other 
supplementary content.

MAKE IT EASY 
TO CREATE

Supporting 
content

https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2024/06/growing-success-in-new-gene-therapy-for-inherited-deafness/
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2024/06/growing-success-in-new-gene-therapy-for-inherited-deafness/


The image replace on 
scroll feature dynamically 
replaces images while 
scrolling, adding visual 
interest to article layouts.

BE INNOVATIVE

Image 
replace on 
scroll

https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2024/01/nobel-laureate-claudia-goldin-recounts-pioneering-career/


These features all work 
together in the block 
editor to build a 
complete storytelling 
experience.

TRY IT OUT

Editor demo

https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2023/08/so-what-exactly-makes-taylor-swift-so-great/


Q & A



?Since the launch, what 
have you been working 
on? How have you been 
able to use the site in 
new ways or build out 
new types of content?



?What feedback have 
you received on the 
site’s accessibility?



?We created a custom 
publishing workflow for 
News+. Could you walk us 
through that?



Thank You!

Joeleen Kennedy
Senior Web Engineer

Molly Miles
Digital Project Manager for 
Harvard Public Affairs & 
Communications
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